SOUTH AUSTRALIA CHILD PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS
This information is subject to change at any time. Refer to the Department of Families and
Communities website www.familiesandcommunities.sa.gov.au or the South Australian Office for
Recreation and Sport’s website www.resport.sa.gov.au or contact if you have any queries about
your obligations under the legislation. This information was updated on 1 May 2006.

Recent amendments to the Children’s Protection Act 1993, in South Australia as per the Children’s Protection
(Miscellaneous) Amendment Act 2005, promote a whole of community responsibility to the care and
protection of children and young people. Whilst yet to be proclaimed, new provisions relating to the
establishment of child safe environments, facilitating effective criminal history checks and the extension of
mandated notifiers, will all have an impact upon sporting and recreational organisations.
The new provisions will require government, non-government and volunteer organisations that are
entrusted with the care of children or regularly come into contact with children to have strategies in place to
prevent and minimise opportunities for abuse and to appropriately respond when abuse occurs or is
suspected. Organisations will also be required to implement guidelines and processes that clearly outline
effective and timely responses to child protection issues and steps of action.
Standards will be developed to assist organisations move towards creating safer environments for children.
Requirements under the standards are likely to include:
•

Codes of conduct and principles of good practice for working with children;

•

Guidance on standards of conduct for adults in dealing with children;

•

Advice on how to deal with cases of bullying or harassment of a child;

•

Guidance on informing on cases of child abuse and neglect, or suspected abuse or neglect;

•

Advice on the recruitment and supervision of staff of Government and non-government
organisations;

•

Guidance on how to handle procedures for complaints, and making the complaints process
easier for children;

•

Monitoring progress of child safe environments in Government and non-government sectors
and periodic reporting; and

•

Developing and issuing standards in dealing with information about the criminal history of
employees and volunteers
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The amendments to the Children’s Protection Act 1993 may also require sport and recreation organisations
to develop or comply with new criminal history check provisions. This may mean undertaking a criminal
history check for any person in a prescribed position (including employees, volunteers, agents,
subcontractors and contractors) who has:
•

Regular contact/close proximity to children; or

•

Supervision of such a person; or

•

Access to children’s records;

•

Or else as prescribed by regulation.

Mandatory reporting is currently a requirement by law in South Australia. Mandatory reporting means that
those people covered by the law must report reasonable suspicions of child abuse or neglect. Those currently
mandated under the law include teachers, medical practitioners, health professionals, child care workers,
day care providers, social workers and workers, volunteers and managers within government departments
or non-government agencies that provide services to children. Under the new legislation a person employed
by, or volunteering in, organisations that provide sporting or recreational services for children will also be
mandated.
Throughout the year, further information and advice relating to proclamation and implementation of these
provisions will be provided by the Office for Recreation and Sport in South Australia. Once proclaimed,
penalties of up to $10,000 will apply for non-compliance with the requirements under the legislation. Until
this time recreation and sport organisations should continue to follow the generic child protection
requirements and the risk management process set out in ‘Child Protection in Sport - National Overview’
document provided by the Australian Sports Commission.
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